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first World War was that the freedom of our ships to sail the seas was
destroyed. In the second World War we gave up that right, an event of
major political significance.
The Ownership of Minerals as a Political Problem
The international aspects of minerals, and their effect on world politics
and wars, were discussed in Chapter XIV, but minerals also have an effect
upon the internal politics of a country. In countries such as England the
owner of land is supposed to own everything from the surface down to the
center of the earth. In other places, such as many of our western states,
he owns the soil, the water, the stones, and all the rights needed for agri-
culture, house-building, or other ordinary pursuits, but does not own the
minerals that are extracted by mining. They belong to the government,
which gives them to anyone who discovers their presence and files the
proper claims. In still other regions such as Argentina, Italy, Germany,
and Mexico, the minerals belong to the state, and can be mined only on
proper payment to the government.
Many thoughtful people think that in our own country this last system
should be followed. They believe it is not right that a man should make
millions simply because he happens to inherit or find a mineral deposit,
while another who works harder and with much more intelligence makes
only a fair living. Hence our government has withdrawn large areas of
mineral lands, that is, it has said that for the present they shall not be
granted to individuals. In both this country and England there has been
much agitation for the nationalization of the coal mines. The supporters
of this idea say that minerals such as coal and petroleum are so important
and so easily exhausted that the state ought to guard them. Others say
that government ownership would be unjust and would cause the mines
to be worked inefficiently and wastefully. Some people take a middle
ground and say that the best plan is for the government to own the
mines but allow private companies to operate them on the payment of a
royalty or percentage of the profit. These differing views cause the own-
ership of minerals to be an important political question not only in the
United States, but in England and elsewhere,
The Relation of Geography to Political Boundaries
Types of Political Boundaries. Many of the most serious political
problems arise from international boundaries. The second World War
started with Germany's attempt to include all Germans within her bound-
aries, and to put ^n end to the troublesome boundaries of the so-called
Polish Corridor. Many political boundaries depend on land forms, water
bodies, soil, minerals, climate, vegetation, and even on the distribution of

